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LITTLE ROCK - Efforts to reduce smoking among teenagers appear to be working, thanks to an advertising campaign by the Arkansas Department of Health.
According to the department's most recent survey, about 28,000 Arkansas high school students have smoked cigarettes. That represents about 20 percent of the students surveyed.

This year's results show improvement since 2000, when about 35 percent of Arkansas high school students reported having smoked. In 2005 about 34,000 teenagers in Arkansas said they smoked, therefore we have seen a decline of about 6,300 teenaged smokers in the past two years. 

Public health officials attributed the success of the campaign to a series of anti-smoking ads paid for with revenue from a settlement with major tobacco companies.

Among the 20 percent of high school students in Arkansas who say they are "current smokers," there is a smaller but more serious category of teenagers who report that they are "frequent" smokers. A frequent smoker is defined as one who smoked on at least 20 of the 30 days previous to taking the survey. A frequent smoker is more likely to become addicted and have problems quitting.
The survey found that almost 9 percent of Arkansas teenagers are frequent smokers. That is down from 21 percent in 2000.
The Arkansas ad campaign to reduce smoking recently won several awards for excellence from the National Public Health Information Coalition.

In addition to the anti-smoking ad campaign, Arkansas has a strict policy against retail stores selling tobacco to minors. According to a recent survey by a federal agency, Arkansas leads the nation in having the lowest percentage of retailers selling to youths. 
In Arkansas, during a series of unannounced inspections, it was found that 2.2 percent of retailers sold tobacco to under-aged customers.

Arkansas will reap the long term benefits for years to come, because a reduction in smoking among young people will reduce the incidence of cancer, heart disease, stroke and chronic lung disease. Studies indicate that a large majority of smokers become addicted before they turn 18.
State Police Commission Adds 33 New Troopers

The Arkansas State Police Commission voted to hire 33 new troopers. This year the legislature increased the budget for hiring additional troopers, and provided funding for an increase in troopers' starting salaries.

The State Police requested an increase in personnel so that troopers would not have such large geographical areas to patrol. Also, the agency's duties have continued to expand in recent years.
The State Police operate a hotline for receiving information about crimes against children, and also investigate them. The number of calls has exceeded 45,000 in a single year.

The agency licenses private investigators, precious metal businesses, used car dealers, motor vehicle salvage auction buyers and companies that install and monitor security alarms, fire alarms and sprinklers. The State Police maintain records of crashes and conduct criminal background checks.

