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During the special session in early April, the Arkansas legislature strengthened sex offender laws. 

State Rep. Shirley Borhauer was one of 83 representatives that cosponsored House Bill 1005, "The Child Protection Act." The bill updated and improved the current laws concerning sexual predators to protect children. 

This law was written as a consequence of the rape and murder of nine-year-old Jessica Marie Lunsford in Citrus County, Fla., by a sex offender, according to Borhauer. 

John Couey confessed to taking Jessica from her bedroom, raping and killing her. He is a registered sex offender, but police had lost track of him weeks earlier because he was staying with his sister, yards away from Jessica's home. 

Villager Mark Mathes has been a strong supporter of creating a Jessica’s Law in Arkansas. Mathes said that a first-time molester should get 25 years in prison without parole. 

While the Child Protection Act does not have that provision, it strengthens the penalties against sex offenders who target children. "If a person is convicted twice of sexual assault or rape, and the victims are less than 14 years of age, the sentence will be life in prison without parole," state Sen. Kim Hendren said. "Yes, we did strengthen Arkansas' sex offender laws — and I supported the legislation," he added. "One law requires sex offenders to wear electronic monitoring devices, such as ankle bracelets, for 10 years after they are released from prison," Hendren explained. "The devices allow authorities to track their movements with global positioning systems technology. The new law also requires sex offenders to register every year with local law enforcement authorities and provide a current photo of themselves. The penalties for failure to re-register were enhanced." 
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