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On or about March 11, 2009, the 87" General Assembly approved a bill to amend the uniform
classification and compensation act. Act 688, effective July 1, 2009, will have an affect on all
LMSW’s who work for the State of Arkansas. Prior to the 87" General Assembly, job titles
were as follows: Social Worker I, Social Worker II, and Social Service Worker. The job title of
Social Worker I include LMSW’s and LCSW’s. Social Worker II's are supervisors with an
LCSW. Social Service Workers are employees with a Bachelor’s degree in social work or a
related human behavior field.

In an effort to decrease the number of job titles, the Office of Personnel Management (OPM)
made an attempt to rename job titles to a level of licensure instead of degree. The OPM
language is not intended to reflect level of licensure. Beginning July 1, 2009, the LMSW
credential will not be recognized. The job titles will be LCSW and LSW,

Administrators and Directors with the Arkansas State Hospital have met with OPM to discuss the
oversight. As a result, there is a potential that persons that are employed by the State of
Arkansas with an LMSW could be place in OPM “LCSW?” positions. OPM is aware of the
confusion and steps will be taken to correct the problem.

While you may occupy an “LCSW™ position with respect to OPM job title, you may not claim to
have worked as an LCSW until you have met all requirements to earn that level of licensure in

the State of Arkansas.

The Board understands these issues. No action will be taken by the Board for LMSWs in
OPM “LCSW?” positions so long as said LMSW does not claim to be a Licensed Certified
Social Worker and use the credentials of LCSW.
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