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The Women's Legislative Caucus will host a celebration of all the women who have served in the Arkansas General Assembly at 11:30 a.m. Thursday, March 31, in the rotunda on the second floor of the state Capitol.

Current and former women members of the legislature will be honored.
In the 2011 session there are eight women serving in the Senate and 22 in the House.
The first woman elected to the Senate was Dorathy Allen, who served from 1965 through 1974. She was from Brinkley and published a newspaper there called The Citizen.

In the 1975 session, there was not a female member of the state Senate.

It wasn't until 12 years after Dorathy Allen's first election that a second woman was elected to the state Senate. She was Vada Sheid and she served her first term in the Senate in 1977. She had been a member of the House of Representatives since 1965.

Ms. Sheid was from Mountain Home. She served in the Senate until 1983, and for her entire career in the Senate she was the only woman.

In 1985, Charlie Cole Chaffin of Benton was elected to the Senate, and she served until 1993. She took part in five legislative sessions, and in four of them she was the only woman.

The exception was the 1989 session, when the Senate had two women for the first time in its history. Gladys Watson of Monette was elected to fill out the unexpired term of her husband, Senator Tom Watson, who died in office. 

The 1989 session was Senator Watson's only one. In 1991 and 1993 Senator Chaffin was again the only one woman in the Senate. 

Senator Peggy Jeffries of Fort Smith served in the sessions of 1995 and 1997, and in both sessions she was the only female senator. 

In 1999 the Senate had no women.

In 2001 there were four - Senator Sharon Trusty of Russellville, Senator Barbara Horn of Foreman, in southwest Arkansas, Senator Brenda Gullett of Pine Bluff and Ruth Whitaker.

In 2003 they were joined by three new female senators: Senator Sue Madison of Fayetteville, Senator Mary Anne Salmon of North Little Rock and Senator Irma Hunter Brown of Little Rock.

In the House, the first two female representatives were elected in 1923.

The first two female House members were Mrs. F.M. Hunt of Jefferson County and Miss Erle Chambers of Pulaski County.

On average, there were two, three or four women in the House until the 1993 session, when there were 12. 

In 1995 there were 16 women in the House.

In 1997 there were 22 women in the House of Representatives.

In 1999 there were 20, in 2001 there were 14 and in 2003 there were 15 women in the House of Representatives.
Amendment 8 to the state Constitution, granting equal suffrage to women, passed in 1920. 

