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Senator Hank Wilkins of Pine Bluff has received a national award for sponsoring Act 308 of 2009, which makes wearing a seat belt a primary law for enforcement purposes in Arkansas.


Representative Fred Allen of Little Rock, the primary House sponsor, also received the award.

They will receive the Alliance's Fifth Seat Belt Champion Award from the Meharry Medical College- State Farm Alliance at a ceremony beginning at 5:30 p.m., Thursday, June 25, at the Clinton Library.


Executives from Meharry Medical College, State Farm, the National Transportation Safety Board and the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration will be present. Meharry is at Nashville, Tennessee.

The Meharry-State Farm Alliance created the award in 2003 to honor legislators who lead efforts to enact primary enforcement of seat belt laws. In 2004 the Alliance designated three Illinois legislators as Seat Belt Champions, one of whom was then-state Senator Barack Obama, who is now President.
