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LITTLE ROCK - Senator Robert Thompson of Paragould, with help from legislative colleagues from northeast Arkansas, succeeded in getting more than $1.3 million in funding for Arkansas State University Heritage Sites during the 2009 regular session.

An appropriation supported by Thompson and Senator Paul Bookout will provide $350,000 in general revenue funding for the sites. Thompson and Bookout also sponsored Act 1333, an appropriation of $1,025,000 for the Heritage Sites.

"Arkansas State University is grateful for the leadership of Senator Robert Thompson with the support of Senator Paul Bookout to obtain funding in the recent General Assembly for the ASU Heritage Sites," said Dr. Les Wyatt, president of ASU.

"The Heritage Sites will continue to serve economic development interests throughout east Arkansas," Wyatt said. "We appreciate the significant support given for these initiatives."

Thompson thanked Bookout and the House members who helped gain approval of funding for the Heritage Sites. 

"In the current economic environment, this amount of funding would have been very doubtful without such strong support from Representatives Mike Patterson, Joan Cash, Ray Kidd and Butch Wilkins," Thompson said.
"Their hard work and tenacity made the difference. It helped too that the Heritage Sites are such worthwhile projects. When you really believe in a project you can make a stronger case," Thompson said.

The appropriations will benefit these facilities:

- the ASU Museum, a teaching museum on the ASU campus in Jonesboro with artifacts of the social and natural history of Arkansas, especially the Delta region in the eastern part of the state; 

- the Southern Tenant Farmers Museum at Tyronza, which preserves the history of sharecropping, tenant farming and the farm labor movement in the Delta; 

- the Hemingway-Pfeiffer Museum and Educational Center at Piggott, a mansion where Ernest Hemingway wrote most of Farewell to Arms while he and his wife, Pauline Pfieffer, lived there in the 1920s and 1930s; and 

-- the Lakeport Plantation House near Lake Village. Built in 1859, it is the only remaining Arkansas ante bellum mansion on the Mississippi River. It was placed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1974.
Dr. Ruth Hawkins is director of the Heritage Sites.

Thompson represents Senate District 11, which comprises Clay, Greene and Lawrence Counties and parts of Craighead County.

