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The fleets operated by state agencies are steadily adding cars that burn alternative fuels, thanks to Act 699 of 2007 by Senator Robert Thompson.

"This is encouraging news for several different reasons," Thompson said. 

"Increased production of biofuels is good for our local economy. We're developing an energy policy that is more environmentally sustainable, and we're less reliant on petroleum from foreign countries."

The act created a new energy policy for state agencies, requiring them to purchase diesel with at least two percent biofuels for their diesel-powered motor vehicles, light trucks and equipment. The law allows for exceptions if biofuels become too expensive. According to a recent report by the state Office of Procurement, "the program has been successful."
About 5 percent of the state's fleet, 289 vehicles, burn alternative fuels. Many of them burn E85, which is 85 percent ethanol. The Procurement Office estimates that the percentage of state cars that use alternative fuels will increase as market conditions change.

Under Act 699, by January 1 of 2009 all diesel powered motor vehicles, trucks and equipment in the state fleet shall use diesel with a minimum of 2 percent biofuels, which are made with agricultural and forestry products and by-products.
"Nobody can predict with certainty how much higher gasoline and diesel prices will go," Thompson said. "In such a volatile economic environment, it's wise policy to strengthen our production of alternative sources of energy."

The state agencies with the greatest number of vehicles using alternative fuels are the Highway and Transportation Department, the State Police, the Parks and Tourism Department and the Department of Environmental Quality.
