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LITTLE ROCK - Senator Larry Teague of Nashville has been elected by his colleagues in the Senate to be the President Pro Tem of the 89th General Assembly.

Teague was elected by the 35-member Senate on Friday. His term as Pro Tem is scheduled to become official on the first day of the 2013 regular session.
Teague, a Democrat, said he would work members of both parties and that the door to his office would be open to everyone, not only to members of the Senate but also members of the House of Representatives, the executive branch, the press and the public. 

"I'm grateful to my colleagues for the confidence they have shown in me, and I will work to the best of my abilities to uphold their trust," Teague said. "This is a very humbling feeling."

Teague promised to be fair to every senator, and that he intended to sound them out for their ideas on how to make the Senate more effective. 
"That doesn't mean I will always agree with them, but I will give every member an opportunity to make their case. Even if they don't agree with me, I intend to make sure they still feel like we are all on the same team," Teague said. "The Senate is like a big family, and we all know that everybody in your family doesn't agree all the time. But when they have to they all pull together for the common good."

"In the past, I tried to never approach any issue with my mind made up beforehand. As Pro Tem I will redouble my commitment to that philosophy," Teague said.
As Pro Tem, Teague will appoint senators to certain committees, though not all of them. The Pro Tem is second in line to become acting governor, when both the lieutenant governor and the governor are out of state or unable to perform their duties. 
Teague is chairman of the Senate Committee on Revenue and Taxation, which placed him in the center of some of the most important and controversial issues to come up in the 2011 session - tax cuts. As chairman he was instrumental in guiding through the legislature a package of bills that will reduce taxes for individuals and businesses by $35 million a year, while at the same time keeping state government's budgets from operating at a deficit.

Teague was the lead Senate sponsor of the major tax cut bill of the session, a half-cent reduction in the state sales tax on groceries. It will reduce taxes by an estimated $20 million next year.
Teague represents Senate District 20, which includes all of Howard and Pike Counties and parts of Hempstead, Polk and Sevier Counties. He served in the House of Representatives from 1997 through 2002 and has been a senator since 2009.
