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LITTLE ROCK - Poll workers and election commissioners will receive $90 a day for working state elections, beginning with the presidential primary on February 5, 2008.
The state Board of Election Commissioners approved the pay raise. Our presidential primary has been moved up to February, from May, to give Arkansas more influence in the choosing of the nominees for both major political parties. We'll vote only for president on February 5. Primaries for all other races will be May 20.
Poll workers will get the higher pay for primaries, general elections, special statewide elections, nonpartisan judicial general elections and runoff elections.
County election chairmen will get $100 for each public meeting and the other two county election commissioners will get $75. They had been getting $50. The county election commissioners may be reimbursed for up to 10 meetings per election.
A major reason for the higher pay is to encourage more people to work the polls. Another change that could increase the number of available poll workers would have to be approved by voters, because it requires a constitutional amendment. 
The proposed amendment will be on the ballot in November of 2008. It would delete obsolete wording in the Constitution, such as references to poll taxes. The amendment would repeal the current prohibition against government employees serving as poll workers.

The General Assembly referred the proposed amendment to the ballot during the 2007 legislative session.

The legislature approved other laws to modernize election procedures. Many changes were necessary because of new technology and to ensure that absentee voters will have their ballots counted accurately.
Act 1049, which has 145 pages, changes procedures and deadlines for numerous types of elections. One goal is to make sure that election officials have sufficient time to print ballots, as well as to count absentee ballots from overseas. 
Act 261 allows for absentee ballots from overseas to include choices in the event of a runoff. Although they could get their absentee ballots processed in time for a regular election, often those absentee voters would not have time to be counted in a runoff.

Act 560 helps voters who move from one county to another just before an election. Previously, they would have been ineligible to vote in their new residence if they moved across county lines within 30 days before the election. Act 560 reduces that time period to just four days.
Energy Conservation

The state Public Service Commission, which regulates utility companies in Arkansas, has approved four programs that promote conservation and more efficient energy use. One goal is to help people and businesses save money on their utility bills; another goal is to forestall the need for construction of new power plants.

The programs center around education, energy audits and weatherization of buildings. An energy audit shows homeowners where they are losing heat and cool air, for example, through drafts in poorly sealed windows or an attic that has no insulation. Weatherization programs help low-income homeowners pay for storm windows, insulation and other efficiency measures.
