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Senator Bob Johnson of Bigelow has named five appointments to the newly created Legislative Task Force on Reducing Poverty and Promoting Economic Opportunity.

They are Senators Joyce Elliott of Little Rock and Larry Teague of Nashville, Reverend Steve Copley of Little Rock, the director of Justice For Our Neighbors, Dr. Sherece West, President of the Winthrop Rockefeller Foundation and Sikia Brown of Little Rock.

The task force was created by Act 722 of 2009. It will identify communities where poverty is prevalent and the factors that cause poverty, with a special focus on children, single mothers and the elderly. The task force will search for effective methods to counter the negative effects of poverty, such as tax relief and better education.

The 22-member task force will report its findings and recommendations to the General Assembly by November 1, 2010. The task force is scheduled to expire at the end of 2010. Johnson made the appointments because he is President Pro Tempore of the Senate.
