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LITTLE ROCK – The University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences at Little Rock, the state's only medical school, is in the middle of several large expansions that eventually will bring a satellite campus to northwest Arkansas.
From now until the end of the year, UAMS officials will be moving the existing hospital into a new 540,000 square foot building that is scheduled to open in January of 2009. The existing University Hospital building is 50 years old. Some rooms are not large enough to accommodate modern medical equipment.
The new hospital will have larger rooms in the intensive care and intermediate care units. It will have a total of 437 beds and a parking deck that can hold 1,000 vehicles for patients and visitors.

In December the UAMS Psychiatric Research Unit will open. Its opening means that for the first time in 30 years UAMS will offer inpatient psychiatry services. The facility also will offer outpatient services. The PRI will consolidate the work of psychiatric clinicians, researchers and educators who are now spread around 13 locations and see about 8,700 patients a month.
The chancellor of UAMS said that mental health care has been one of the largest unmet needs in Arkansas.
The UAMS campus will open a new cancer treatment building in 2010. It will be named the Winthrop P. Rockefeller Cancer Institute, after the former lieutenant governor who died in office in July of 2006. The new center will allow for the treatment of a wider variety of cancers than is now possible, which means fewer Arkansans will have to leave the state for treatment.
A new 43,000 square foot education building was formally dedicated last week at the Little Rock campus, although it opened for teaching in August. The larger education building will help UAMS meet an expected shortage of medical professionals and eventually expand its medical school class to about 200, from about 160 now.

The new education building has 16 classrooms and two auditoriums that can each hold 225 people.

Next year about a half dozen students in the medical school are expected to transfer from the Little Rock campus to a new satellite campus in Fayetteville, which will be in the facility formerly occupied by the Washington Regional Medical Center. It is hoped that eventually about 100 medical students and pharmacy students will attend classes in northwest Arkansas. 
Modernization of the Little Rock campus is crucial to the success of the northwest Arkansas campus. Students at the Fayetteville satellite will rely on distance learning technology and video conferencing to connect them to instructors in Little Rock.

Deceptive Drug Ads to Stop

The Arkansas attorney general announced the settlement of a lawsuit against Pfizer, a major pharmaceutical manufacturer, in which 33 states and Washington, D.C., also were involved. The settlement calls for Arkansas to receive $1.7 million. Also, the company will cease allegedly deceptive marketing campaigns for a couple of pain medications. The company will submit its television commercials to the federal Food and Drug Administration and will stop "ghost writing" studies about drugs.
