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LITTLE ROCK – Legislators have done an initial review of higher education budgets for the next two fiscal years, but much work remains before the legislature approves the spending requests of two-year colleges and four-year universities.
Arkansas has 11 universities that receive state aid. Also, the state helps support 22 colleges that offer two-year degrees.
The largest institution is the University of Arkansas at Fayetteville, which employs more than 5,800 people and has a yearly budget of more than a billion dollars. But the legislature is working on budgets for numerous other institutions and although they are not nearly as large as the Fayetteville campus, their needs are significant when considered as a whole. 

In southeast Arkansas, the University of Arkansas at Monticello has an enrollment of 3,187 full time and part time students and a staff of 447 people. The university is asking for approval of a budget of $78.9 million next year, which includes general revenue increases of $74,000 for its College of Technology at Crossett and $253,000 for its College of Technology at McGehee.

The U of A Community College at Morrilton has enrollment of 1,809 and has submitted a budget of $30.2 million for next year. The college wants to add more than 50 employees to its current staff of 209.
Arkansas State University has campuses at Beebe, Newport and Mountain Home whose combined enrollment is 6,565 students. The main ASU campus at Jonesboro has 11,130 full time and part time students. The four campuses employ 2,615 people and have asked the legislature to budget for 390 more positions.

In northeast Arkansas, Black River Technical College at Pocahontas and Ozarka College at Melbourne offer two-year associate degrees. Black River has 1,954 students, a staff of 202 and a proposed budget of $31.9 million. Ozarka has 1,208 students, employs 170 people and a proposed budget of 19.7 million.
North Arkansas College in Harrison has 2,077 students, either part time or full time, and employs 498 people. It has proposed a budget of $41.2 million next year.
In southwest Arkansas, the U of A Community College at Hope has 1,298 students and a budget of $18.6 million. The college has 142 employees. 

Cossatot Community College of the U of A at DeQueen is asking the legislature to approve a $22.96 million budget next year. It has 1,213 students and 156 employees.

Mid-South Community College at West Memphis has 1,654 students and employs 251 people. It is asking for an additional 23 positions and a budget of $27.5 million.

Ouachita Technical College at Malvern is budgeting $13.9 million next year. It has 1,558 students and 162 employees.

Arkansas Tech at Russellville has a budget of $173 million with an enrollment of 7,496 and more than 1,000 employees.

There are many other colleges and universities in Arkansas besides the ones mentioned here, and together they have an important economic role in every geographical corner of the state. In all, state government provided more than $715 million to colleges and universities in Arkansas last year. Most of their revenue is from tuition, fees and donations while state general revenue amounts to only a portion of their income.
