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LITTLE ROCK –  When Arkansans vote on November 4 they will decide ballot issues that include proposals for annual sessions of the legislature, establishing a lottery and placing additional restrictions on who can become foster parents.
At this writing five ballot issues have been certified. The title of the lottery amendment is being challenged by opponents, however. The Supreme Court has heard arguments and will expedite a ruling. If the court strikes the lottery proposal it may still appear on ballots that have already been printed, but no votes would be counted.

The first two proposed constitutional amendments on the ballot were referred by the legislature from the 2007 regular session. One would remove obsolete language in the constitution concerning election laws. The second would authorize annual sessions of the legislature.

We now meet every other year, in odd-numbered years. The proposed amendment provides for legislative sessions in even-numbered years as well. Those would be for setting budgets for state agencies. 
The legislature writes budgets for a two-year period known as a biennium. If the measure on annual sessions is passed, appropriations would be for one year rather than two. Lawmakers could consider non-fiscal items during budget sessions, but only after passing a resolution by an extraordinary majority of two-thirds of each chamber.
Currently, regular session last 60 days and may be extended by resolution. The amendment calls for the budget sessions in even-numbered years to last for 30 days, with an allowance for extensions if necessary.
The third proposed constitutional amendment would authorize a state lottery, with revenue going for scholarships to students in four-year universities and two-year colleges. 
The lieutenant governor has taken the lead on the lottery amendment. To place a proposed amendment on the ballot, supporters needed at least 77,468 signatures of registered voters. Lottery supporters turned in about 138,000 signatures.
Opponents filed a legal challenge that contends the ballot title doesn't tell voters about everything in the amendment.
Also on the ballot is a proposed initiated act that would prohibit unmarried couples from adopting children or being foster parents. If passed, it would apply not only to gay couples but also to all unmarried couples who are living together as sexual partners. On a typical day, there are about 3,700 children in foster care in Arkansas. Over the course of a year, about 6,500 Arkansas children are in the foster care system.
A referred question from the legislature will be on all Arkansas ballots. It would extend a current water bond program by authorizing $300 million in bonds to pay for water, waste water, sewer, irrigation, flood control and wetlands projects.
If voters approve, the Arkansas Natural Resources Commission would be able to issue bonds that would be matched with federal grants.
If the measure is voted down, there is a risk that the Commission may run out of bonding authority. If that happens, then cities and local entities would have to borrow money for water projects in the private financial markets. That would likely require them to pay higher interest rates. It could be harder to borrow money, considering the turmoil in today's credit markets.
