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LITTLE ROCK – Arkansas and Missouri have signed a pact agreeing to cooperate on protection of shared aquifers and watersheds, such as the White River basin.
The agreement increases the chances of both states to qualify for federal grants. It also means that regulatory agencies charged with protecting water quality in both states will share information, and therefore will be less likely to adopt conflicting standards.

The agreement stands in sharp contrast to the adversarial relationship between Arkansas and Oklahoma. The attorney general of Oklahoma has filed a high-profile lawsuit against poultry companies in Arkansas. He wants to restrict the disposal of chicken and turkey litter into waterways, like the Illinois River, that flow into Oklahoma.
During the signing ceremony with Missouri, the Arkansas officials specifically mentioned the litigation between Arkansas and Oklahoma. An adverse ruling out of federal court would affect not only the large poultry companies being sued, but also the many Arkansas poultry growers who contract with those companies.

Now, numerous entities such as cities, regulatory agencies and water commissions conduct separate inspections of waterways like the Illinois River. According to groups working to improve cooperation between Arkansas and Oklahoma, all those separate agencies would save resources if one trusted entity did water testing, thus eliminating much duplication. 
Also, those agencies may develop more trust of each other if they all relied on a third party to provide basic data about water quality.
Our water issues cross other borders. Arkansas belongs to the Red River Compact along with Texas, Louisiana and Oklahoma. Its purpose is to make sure each state has access to its fair share of water from the Red River. 
An effort a couple of years ago by Texas to buy water from the Little River created controversy, because it flows into the Red.
Actions by Colorado, Kansas and Oklahoma can have an impact on the quality of the Arkansas River, as well as the amount of its flow.
The Ouachita River flows from Arkansas into Louisiana, therefore how we use the river affects the quality and availability of water in Louisiana.
As the population grows in Arkansas and neighboring states, pressure builds on water supplies. That makes it important to have in place interstate agreements, such as the one we just signed with Missouri, so that any disputes can be solved without rancor. 

Rivers, streams and surface waterways are only a part of the issue. Huge amounts of water are pumped from underground aquifers for city drinking water, irrigation of crops and industrial uses. Piecemeal action by a single state may not protect an aquifer if surrounding states allow that same aquifer to be drained.
In eastern Arkansas, legal and political disputes have gone on for years about proposals to reduce pumping from aquifers by diverting surface water from rivers for irrigation of rice and other crops.
Experts say that aquifers must be allowed to replenish, because if they are pumped completely dry their sandy structure may collapse and compact. If that happens, they lose their capacity to hold water and cannot be replenished.
