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LITTLE ROCK - A survey by biologists for the state Game and Fish Commission found a 73 percent increase in the number of ducks in Arkansas this November, compared to last year.
Habitat conditions vary widely across the state. The southwest and the east central regions are dry, according to the survey. The southeast region is very dry. Northeast Arkansas has areas that are very wet, with other parts of the region being dry.

The survey estimated the number of ducks in Arkansas this year to be 388,000, compared to 285,000 last year. This year should bring the highest number of ducks since 2004. This year's numbers will still fall below the yearly average of almost 571,000 that have been counted since 1985.
Game and Fish biologists found that 85 percent of the mallards this year are in northeast Arkansas, where habitat is most favorable.

The relatively low number of ducks this year, compared to the average numbers of the past decades, is attributable to dry conditions, combined with some delayed harvesting in the Delta. The good news is that cold fronts to the north have caused waterfowl to migrate south. However, the Arkansas biologists couldn't say with certainty how many ducks and geese passed over Arkansas and flew to Louisiana.

An estimated 551,000 Arkansans, or 26 percent of the state's population, hunt or fish on a regular basis. Of that total, more than 113,000 hunt migratory waterfowl.

Sportsmen spend an estimated $1.4 billion on hunting and fishing in Arkansas. Economic benefits also come from outdoorsmen who hike, birdwatch, go boating or take nature photographs. They spend an estimated $607 million a year in Arkansas.
Last year, the Game and Fish Commission checked in a total of 165,663 deer that were harvested in the 2006-07 season. That was a 25 percent increase over the previous year, when 132,415 were checked in. The record for a season in Arkansas was in 1999, when 194,687 deer were harvested.

The Arkansas Game and Fish Commission has 564 employees. Its wildlife officers enforce regulations, such as bag limits. Its staff teach hunter education and boater education classes, and they manage 52 lakes and 280,000 acres of natural areas with public access for hunting and fishing.

The Commission also operates three nature centers and four education centers. A fourth nature center is under construction. The centers teach about the local ecology and have a variety of activities that make learning about nature fun for young people.
AHECs Receive National Award

The Arkansas system of Area Health Education Centers (AHEC) has been awarded the Eugene S. Mayer Award for Program Excellence, in recognition of the number of family physicians it graduates. 

The legislature created the system in 1973 to encourage more medical students to become family practitioners, and to encourage them to set up practices throughout Arkansas. One center is at the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences at Little Rock. Six others are at El Dorado, Fayetteville/Springdale, Fort Smith, Jonesboro, Pine Bluff and Texarkana. Medical school graduates complete their residencies at the AHEC clinics. More than 200 physicians volunteer to teach, supervise and direct research.
