
LITTLE ROCK - Cell phones will be prohibited in state prisons, under legislation passed Monday by the Senate.


Correction officers report that inmates have used cell phones to smuggle contraband in and out of prison. In extreme cases they could use cell phones and wireless devices to help plan an escape.


There even have been reports of inmates using cell phones to harass people in the free world, such as former girlfriends.


Prisons have policies against cell phones, but putting those policies into state law make them more effective as a deterrent. 


Also Monday, the Senate passed a bill to increase the penalties for escaping from a state prison, a community correction center or a law enforcement agency. It is now a felony to attempt an escape. By enhancing the penalties for escaping, prison officials have a stronger deterrent.


In other business, the Senate passed legislation to give the police another weapon to catch thieves who steal recyclable metals like copper and aluminum.


The bill requires dealers to record the identity of the people who sell them scrap metal. The dealers also must record the license plate of the vehicle in which the metal is brought in, and will take a thumb print of the person selling the metal.


Police officers are reporting more incidents of theft of metals. The thieves have stolen heat and air conditioning units, gutters, plumbing and irrigation systems, electric wiring and telephone equipment.
