
LITTLE ROCK - A major overhaul of Arkansas laws on abuse and neglect of children was passed Tuesday by the Senate.


The bill modernizes current methods of reporting, investigating and responding to suspected maltreatment of children. 


It puts in place new procedures for making sure that children who may be in danger are quickly placed in a safe environment.


The Senate also gave final approval to a tax cut for manufacturing industries. It lowers the sales tax they pay on utility payments by 3/4 of a percent, and will save Arkansas businesses an estimated $9 to $10 million dollars.


A bill to fund city and county animal shelters was approved Tuesday. Revenue will come from the sale of special decals, which can buy for their license plates when they renew their tags.

In other business, the Senate Committee on State Agencies and Governmental Affairs endorsed a measure to restrict an activity commonly known as "phantom lobbying."


The bill requires a lobbyist to be physically present when he pays for meals or entertainment. It specifies that he cannot simply phone in a credit card number.


The committee endorsed another bill to protect whistle blowers from retaliation. It prohibits disciplinary actions against state employees who exercise their rights under the state Freedom of Information Act.


The Arkansas FOI  is one of the strongest in the country, and is a valuable tool for citizens who want to make tax dollars are spent appropriately. 

