
LITTLE ROCK - Arkansas manufacturers will save more than $9 million in lower utility costs under legislation passed Thursday by the Senate.


The measure reduces the state sales tax on energy used by manufacturers. The amount of the decrease is three-fourths of a cent.


As many as 4,000 manufacturing plants could benefit from the Senate bill, which now goes to the House. The governor has indicated he supports it, so there should be no problem gaining final passage of the measure.


The Senate passed another tax reduction Thursday, this one to help farmers who sell their products at local farmer's markets. The bill clarifies that they do not have to collect sales tax on their produce.


Most of them don't charge a sales tax now, but the Senate bill makes it official that they're not supposed to.


Also Thursday the Senate passed legislation that will put an end to a modern form of scalping tickets to music shows and other forms entertainment.


The bill prohibits speculative Internet sales of tickets to concerts and music shows. In other words, inside operators with access to tickets cannot offer them for sale before they are made available to the public at large.


Recently, ticket prices for some entertainment concerts have been hundreds of dollars because speculators with an inside connection cornered the market. Thousands of young teenagers were disappointed because they couldn't afford tickets. 

