
LITTLE ROCK - The Senate passed a measure Tuesday to encourage high schools to enroll students in take the Smart Core curriculum, which is a rigorous preparatory curriculum that prepares students academically for college. 


Students who take classes in Smart Core do better in college, and are more likely to earn a college degree. They are less likely to need remedial classes to bring them up to the college level.


The bill provides extra state aid to high schools if 100 percent of their graduates take the Smart Core curriculum. 


They  would get an additional $100 per graduate. Smaller bonuses would go to schools if more than 90 percent or more of the graduates take the Smart Core curriculum.


Also Tuesday the Senate passed legislation allowing prosecutors to sell motor vehicles for scrap, if methamphetamine has been manufactured in them. 


The manufacture of meth requires hazardous materials and contaminates the facility where it is produced. 


Consumers have bought used cars, only to discover they were getting sick because of chemicals that lingered from when the vehicle was used as a meth lab.


In other business the Senate passed legislation protecting state employees who act as whistle blowers. The bill prohibits their supervisors from retaliating against them if they request public documents under the state Freedom of Information Act.


Also, the Senate passed a bill to prohibit police departments or other law enforcement agencies from charging fees for investigating traffic accidents. No police agencies in Arkansas are charging fees now.


 However, some private companies have urging them to start,  so they can get a contract for collecting the fees.

