
LITTLE ROCK - After lengthy and impassioned debate, the Senate defeated the most controversial bill to come up for a vote this session - a measure to allow undocumented immigrants to pay in-state tuition at Arkansas colleges.


Opponents of the bill said it would likely be challenged in court and struck down. It received 13 votes, but needed 18 for passage.


Also Monday, the Senate approved legislation to strengthen state ethics laws. The bill prohibits a relatively new practice called absentee lobbying or phantom lobbying.


This happens when a lobbyist phones in his credit card number to a restaurant, when a group of lawmakers are there. The lobbyist doesn't attend, he simply provides a credit card number.


Absentee lobbying is not widespread, but the Senate bill is designed to keep it from becoming accepted practice.


The majority of lobbyists who work at the state Capitol in Little Rock support the bill.


The measure also prohibits lobbyists from providing false information to legislators. Violators could be fined up to $1,000 and prohibited from lobbying for three years.


In other business the Senate voted to expand the Opportunities Grant scholarship program, which is based on financial need. 


The bill allows students to receive scholarships if they are in a program that requires less than an associate degree, such as a certificate in plumbing or welding.


Full time students receive $1,000 and part-time students $500.

