
LITTLE ROCK - ARKids First is a health care program for about 80,000 children from low-income families. Their parents have jobs so they are not eligible for Medicaid or any other free health care. However, their jobs don't pay well enough for them to afford health insurance.


ARKids First allows those families to enroll their children if their income is 200 percent of the poverty level. On Monday, the Senate approved legislation that raised the income limit to 250 percent of the federal poverty level.


The net result will be that an additional 8,000 children will be eligible for health coverage under ARKids First. They are among the 69,000 Arkansas children who are not covered by any kind of health insurance.


Funding for the expanded coverage will come from the new cigarette tax passed earlier this year.


Here's an example of the income limits in the bill. Currently, children in a family of four are eligible if the family's yearly income is $44,100.


The bill passed by the Senate raises the income threshold for a family of four to $55,125.


Also Monday the Senate Committee on Transportation endorsed a bill creating a new specialty license plate, to honor veterans who served during the Cold War.


The Cold War lasted from the end of World War II until the fall of the Communist regime in the Soviet Union in 1991, which was so dramatically symbolized by the tearing down of the Berlin Wall.

