
LITTLE ROCK - When a child in foster care dies because of maltreatment or neglect, it is a personal tragedy for the family. Because the child was in the custody of the state it also is a matter of public policy. 


Therefore, state authorities should not be able to hide or keep secret vital information about the child's death.


With that in mind, on Thursday the Senate passed legislation detailing what information is to be released to the public when a child dies in foster care. The information is generic, in order to protect the identity of the victim and the victim's family. 


But important details will be made public, such as the age of the child, how the child died and what legal actions have been taken. 


Also Thursday, the Senate voted to allow income tax credits for people who restore historic structures. It is an economic development measure designed to promote the restoration of downtown areas.


In other business, the Senate approved a bill to improve treatment and prevention of colorectal cancer, especially in areas of Arkansas where there are relatively few physicians.


The expanded cancer treatment programs will focus on high-risk populations, and will specifically benefit people without any health insurance.


The measure creates a research program in the Cancer Institute at UAMS, the state's medical school.

