
LITTLE ROCK - The Senate approved legislation to increase funding for most Arkansas hospitals. The bill would increase payments for facilities that treat Medicaid patients.


Medicaid is a government-subsidized health care program for people with disabilities, the poor and the elderly. It is one of the primary sources of funding of medical costs. 


A recent accounting by Arkansas hospitals found that Medicaid payments were not enough to pay for the care those hospitals provided. When all inpatient and outpatient care is included, the shortfall in Medicaid reimbursements was almost $100 million. 


The Senate bill passed Monday goes a long way toward eliminating that gap.


Also Monday, the Senate passed a bill to provide every school in the state with an automated external defibrillator, which is a portable, electric device used to help people suffering from cardiac arrest.


The bill also provides training in cardio-pulmonary resuscitation to designated staff at the schools.


A million dollars from the increased in tobacco taxes has been set aside to pay for the devices.


In other business the Senate passed legislation to require political candidates to list personal loans to their campaign funds.


Candidates must report expenditures and contributions. The Senate bill also would require them to list loans in a separate category.
