
LITTLE ROCK - A package of bills to protect victims of domestic violence passed the Senate Wednesday.


One bill makes it illegal to choke or suffocate someone. Advocates for battered women support the new law, because choking is a common way of abusing domestic partners.


Also, the Senate passed a bill to make it a felony to violate an order of protection a second time. Current penalties have not proven strong enough to discourage abusers from repeatedly violating protective orders. 


A third bill increases penalties for domestic battering if the abuser is a repeat offender.


In other business, the Senate Education Committee endorsed a bill to provide all Arkansas schools with automated external defibrillators.


The necessity of defibrillators was brought home last year when a high school junior in Little Rock collapsed and died in the middle of a basketball game. He was only 17 years old.


He was an apparently healthy young man, and a good enough athlete to play varsity for his high school.


But autopsies revealed an irregularity in his heart. It is impossible to say if having a defibrillator available would have saved his life. However, it might have been the difference in keeping him alive until emergency responders arrived. 


The bill has provisions for proper training of school staff who will be the most likely to use the defibrillators.

