
LITTLE ROCK - Services helping people with development disabilities will be expanded under legislation passed Thursday by the Senate.


Currently, there are about 1,000 people with disabilities who are on waiting lists for state-sponsored treatment and care.


The bill increases funding for 19 community centers for people with developmental disabilities. In addition to providing more residential care, it will also expand day treatment services for people who live at home.


Also Thursday, the Senate Committee on Agriculture and Economic Development endorsed legislation helping rural customers get LP gas delivered during ice storms and other emergencies.


During the recent ice storms, thousands of Arkansas residents went without power for many days. 


To make matters worse, some of them could not refill their LP gas tanks because their LP gas company refused to send a truck to their house.


The Senate Committee gave a favorable recommendation to a bill that allows an LP gas company to fill the tanks of people who actually are customers of another company. They could only do this during a declared emergency.


Another bill endorsed by the Committee provides financial help for "land farms." A land farm stores polluted water that has been used in drilling for natural gas or oil. They must take special precautions so that pollution from the water doesn't contaminate local drinking water.
