
LITTLE ROCK - Two separate bills to promote job creation, business investment and economic development advanced in the Senate Wednesday.


The Senate Revenue and Taxation Committee endorsed legislation to reduce state sales taxes on utility bills paid by manufacturers.


Currently the rate is three and seven-eighths (3 and 7/8) percent. The Senate bill would lower that to three and one eighth (3 and 1/8 )on July 1, 2009. Revenue officials estimate the measure could save Arkansas manufacturers as much as $9 million a year on their energy costs.


Also Wednesday the Joint Budget Committee passed out a major economic development bill. It includes $50 million for the Quick Action Closing Fund, which state officials need to negotiate incentives with industries interested in locating in Arkansas.


The bill includes $20 million appropriation for infrastructure projects and another $5 million for job training.


In other business the Senate approved stricter regulations for personal watercraft and motor boats. 

It raises the minimum age for operating a personal watercraft from 14 to 16. The measure requires operators of motor boats to take a training course, if they were born in 1986 or later.


When there is a collision or an accident involving a motorboat and someone is killed, the people operating the motor boats could be required to take a blood test to check for alcohol or drugs.

