
LITTLE ROCK - The lottery scholarship bill was overwhelmingly approved by the Senate Wednesday.


An identical version was approved in the House of Representatives, so final passage of a lottery measure is virtually assured within a few days.


The bill creates a nine-member commission to operate the lottery and decide how large prizes will be. The Lottery Commission will have flexibility to determine whether Arkansas joins other states in contests like PowerBall, that pay enormous prizes.


The commission will decide which retail outlets will sell tickets and how much they will cost. We anticipate that tickets will go on sale by the end of 2009.


Revenue from the lottery will provide scholarships for students attending colleges and universities in Arkansas, beginning in the fall semester of 2010.


Also Wednesday, the Senate approved legislation to provide automated external defibrillators to Arkansas high schools. The Health Department will provide funding for the devices with revenue from the recently enacted tobacco tax.


A defibrillator is a computerized medical device that detects a person's heart rhythm. It determines whether an electric shock is needed to revive someone suffering cardiac arrest.


In other business, the Senate voted to change the laws on voting by absentee ballots, to prevent abuse and fraud.


Under the bill, possession of 10 or more absentee ballots would be considered evidence of intent to commit voter fraud.

