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LITTLE ROCK - The 14 Children's Advocacy Centers of Arkansas wanted to honor Senator Percy Malone of Arkadelphia for his work in the legislature to support agencies that protect children from abuse and neglect.

They didn't just present him with an award. They named it after him. 

At a recent ceremonial in the Clinton Presidential Center here Malone and his wife, Donna Malone, became the recipients of the first annual Percy Malone Child Protection Award.

"I am honored and humbled," Malone said. "This means a lot to me, coming from the Children's Advocacy Centers. I have the greatest respect for them and the work they do on a daily basis to protect children."

Donna Malone is an active member of the Legislative Task Force on Abused and Neglected Children, and Senator Malone is chairman.
Beverly Engle, executive director of the Benton County CAC, said that Senator Malone and Donna Malone have worked effectively to secure funding for CAC's in Arkansas and to fund training programs for investigators who work with abused and neglected children. Thanks to Malone's efforts, Arkansas was the 16th state in the country to establish training, Engle said, adding that 499 frontline investigators in 51 of the 75 counties in Arkansas have received training.

Children's Advocacy Centers provide a comfortable setting for children to be in when they are interviewed by law enforcement authorities and case workers. The interviews are usually videotaped so that prosecutors, investigators and other staff can observe from an adjacent office. 
One purpose of CAC's is to minimize the number of times a child has to answer questions, so that the abused child does not have to repeatedly talk about an emotional trauma numerous times to numerous strangers.
The CAC's in Arkansas will present the Percy Malone Child Protection Award annually to recognize people who work to prevent abuse and who help children who have been abused.

