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LITTLE ROCK - Senator Johnny Key of Mountain Home has been named co-chairman of the Academic Facilities Oversight Committee.

The state distributes funding to local school districts for upgrading facilities. The state aid keeps the state in compliance with the state Constitution, which requires the state to provide an adequate and equitable education to all students.

In the 2007 regular session the legislature allocated $456 million for school facilities such as classrooms, science labs and computer equipment. Legislative oversight is essential to make sure such that a large amount of money is spent according to constitutional mandates.
The legislature also significantly increased school funding for continuing operations. Extra state funding goes to districts with large percentage of students from poor families. Per pupil expenditures are increased for students who need to learn English as a second language and for students who need to take special education course.

Soon after the 2007 regular session the state Supreme Court ruled that the state's system of funding education complied with the constitution. The ruling brought to a close a 15-year lawsuit that challenge the state's method of paying for school operations and facilities. It was known as the Lake View school funding case because it was filed originally by the Lake View School District, a small and isolated district in east Arkansas that has since been merged with a neighboring district.
Representative Monty Betts of Searcy is the House co-chairman of the Facilities Oversight Committee.

Key was named to the committee by Senator Bob Johnson, the President Pro Tem of the Senate. Key replaces former Senator Sharon Trusty, who recently resigned. After Key took his position on the Oversight Committee, he was named as its co-chairman by Senator Jimmy Jeffress of Crossett, the chairman of the Senate Education Committee. 

