Senator Jimmy Jeffress of Crossett and Representative Gene Shelby of Hot Springs were honored by the National Transportation Safety Board for their work on teen driver legislation in Arkansas. 

In 2008, Arkansas was ranked last in the nation for adequate traffic safety law. 

Act 394, sponsored by Jeffress and co-sponsored by Shelby, provides guidelines to improve driving safety for minors. It prohibits teenaged drivers with a learner's permit or an intermediate license from using a cell phone while behind the wheel. It also prohibits them from driving between 11 p.m. and 4 a.m., unless they are accompanied by an adult. It also prohibits them from driving with more than one other teenager as a passenger, unless there is an adult in the front seat. It does not apply to siblings who are passengers, however.

Traffic accidents are the leading cause of death for teens in Arkansas. 
The award ceremony, at the Clinton Presidential Library, was sponsored by Meharry Medical College (Nashville, TN) and State Farm Insurance.
