
The Senate Committee on Public Health, Welfare and Labor endorsed legislation to create a statewide trauma system.


More than 25,000 Arkansas residents are admitted to a hospital each year because they have suffered a trauma. More than 2,000 Arkansans die because of traumatic accidents.


A trauma system will improve existing emergency rooms, and it will establish new emergency clinics in those areas of Arkansas that don't have them now.


The new trauma system will include a communication network that thoroughly covers the state. It will connect data banks stored in the computers of hospitals, clinics and doctor's offices, so that emergency responders can access those records more quickly.


When it is fully set up in a few years, the new trauma system will cost about $28 million a year to operate. It will be paid for with revenue from an increase in cigarette taxes.


Also Wednesday, legislators got their first look at the details of the scholarship program that will be financed by the new lottery. It is still in draft form, and a lot of debate and a lot of amendments are expected.


In other business, the Senate Judiciary Committee endorsed legislation to crack down on the theft of scrap metals. 


It would require scrap metal dealers to keep records of all transactions. They would have to take note of the driver's license of  the person selling scrap metal, as well as the license plate number of their truck or motor vehicle.


The person who brings in scrap metal for sale would also have to provide a thumbprint.
