
LITTLE ROCK - The Senate passed legislation Tuesday to spread out scholarship awards more evenly throughout Arkansas institutions of higher education.


The measure is the first of several bills the Senate will consider to expand and simplify the awarding of college scholarships.


The goal of the Senate bill is to stop the "bidding war" that is going on for the brightest students. State -supported universities offer numerous scholarships to students who have outstanding grade point averages, and who score extremely well on standardized tests.


They want to build up their "honors colleges" and enhance the academic prestige of their university.


What's happened, however, is that some universities have pledged as much as 30 percent of their tuition income to their scholarship programs. In some institutions the percentage is even higher.


The result is that students who don't qualify for scholarships get hit with increased tuition and fees. 


When 30 percent of the students are on a full ride scholarships, that means 70 percent of the student body must account for all of the university's tuition revenue.


The Senate bill limits an institution's scholarship amounts to 25 of its tuition and fee income in 2012-2013. By school year 2013--2014 the limit will be 20 percent.


On Wednesday senators will review the details of the expanded scholarship program that will be paid for with revenue from the new Arkansas lottery.


The goal is to expand both needs-based and merit-based scholarship amounts. Also, it should simplify the application process.

