
LITTLE ROCK - The Senate passed legislation protecting consumers from identity theft Monday.


The bill simplifies and streamlines the process for freezing your credit reports. A new and important provision in the measure allows anyone to freeze their credit, not just victims of identity theft.


The bill allows consumers to lift the credit freeze more quickly than under current law. Now, it make take three days to lift a credit freeze, but after the legislation takes effect it will only take 15 minutes.


That will make it much simpler to open your credit reports temporarily, if you need to get a cell phone or buy a car.


Also, the price of freezing your credit report and lifting the freeze will go down, from $10 to $5.


In other business Monday, the Senate Committee on Transportation Monday endorsed a couple of bills affecting license tags and the license renewal process.


One measure tightens up current laws governing temporary tags, so that motorists are less likely to abuse the process and register for permanent tags when they are supposed to.


Also, the committee endorsed a bill that would prevent the Revenue Office from renewing anyone's car tags if they have outstanding warrants.


The Revenue Office will get up-to-date information from the Arkansas Crime Information Center. 


The Senate bill requires the Revenue Office to notify the owners of motor vehicles that they cannot renew their tags due to having outstanding warrants.

