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Senator Steve Faris of Malvern has been appointed co-chairman of two newly-created task forces charged with protecting the quality of drinking water.

Senator Bob Johnson of Bigelow, President Pro Tem of the Senate, named Faris co-chairman of the Legislative Task Force on Water Quality, which was created by Act 1184 of 2009, and the Task Force on Water Source Protection, which was created by Act 1177 of 2009.

Numerous water utilities in Arkansas own lakes, reservoirs and impoundments that are the source of drinking water for cities and towns. Those sources of clean water can be polluted by discharges within the watershed surrounding the lake or reservoir.
The two task forces will study the laws and regulations governing watershed protection in Arkansas and compare them to similar laws in other states. They will assess any potential threats to water quality. Each task force will report to the legislature before the regular session of 2011, and if necessary the reports will include recommended changes in state law.

