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LITTLE ROCK – Arkansas law enforcement officers are keeping closer track of registered sex offenders, thanks to new technology and tougher laws approved by the legislature.

The Arkansas Crime Information Center (ACIC) is the state agency that works with local law enforcement to keep computer records of criminals. The agency has launched a new online system for registering sex offenders electronically. 

The new system eliminates the need for FAXes and paper forms, so law officers don't have to spend so much time on paperwork. Also, it allows them to register offenders more quickly and with up-to-date photos.

The Correction Department, which runs state prison units, is also connected to the system. It's called CENSOR, which stands for Centralized Electronic Network of Sex Offender Registries.


Previously, law enforcement agencies mailed notices to sex offenders every six months. The offenders returned the forms to verify their address. The new electronic system will save $55,000 a year because verification forms no longer will be mailed to the 8,200 registered sex offenders in Arkansas.

A new state law, Act 64 of 2011, is essential for CENSOR to be effective. It eliminates the old requirement that police departments mail verification forms to sex offenders and instead requires the offenders to report in person to their local law enforcement agency every six months.


With CENSOR, police officers can post up-to-date photos of the sex offender on the ACIC Sex Offender Registry, where the public can view it.


A federal grant provided the money for web cameras and other electronic technology needed for CENSOR.  The system was developed by the Information Network of Arkansas (INA), which operates state government web sites and provides information technology services to numerous state agencies.


The legislature also approved Act 143 of 2011, which requires sex offenders to provide more detailed personal information when they register with authorities and verify their location every six months. Act 143 requires them to list their email addresses, their computers with Internet access and all user names, screen names and instant message names that the offenders use to communicate electronically.


In addition to their address, a sex offender's registration must includes social security number, height and weight, hair color, eye color and the make, model and license plate number of any motor vehicle the offender owns or has access to.

Physician Assistant Program to Begin at UAMS

The state's medical school in Little Rock, the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences, will begin a master's program for physician assistants in 2013. Physician assistants, like some nurse practitioners, will work under the supervision of a physician diagnosing patients and prescribing medications.


A goal of the new master's degree program is to better prepare Arkansas for anticipated shortfalls in the number of primary care physicians. The shortage will get worse in the next couple of years as aging doctors retire, and as the baby boomer generation ages and needs more medical care.
