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LITTLE ROCK – Officials at the state Department of Human Services are working to correct problems at the State Hospital.

One area of concern is treatment of children with dual diagnoses, meaning they suffer from mental illness as well as a developmental disability.  An advocacy group has asked federal authorities to review disciplinary incidents to determine if treatment of children put them in danger. The group also is seeking changes in how medications are prescribed to avoid excess use of sedatives as a method of keeping the children docile.


There could be financial consequences because the State Hospital's federal funding could be cut off if investigators determine that the facility's treatment is sub-standard. If that happened state government would have to compensate for the loss of federal dollars.


A federal lawsuit has been filed by the parents of a child in the dual diagnosis unit of the hospital. The lawsuit seeks changes in treatment methods.

Another area of concern is the forensic unit, which evaluates and treats criminal defendants. The unit houses about 50 defendants with another 50 on a waiting list for available beds. State law charges the hospital's forensic unit with assessing a defendant's sanity. If a person is ruled incompetent to stand trial because they are insane, the person is committed to the hospital.


During a recent hearing in a Pulaski County court, the attorney for a man accused of murder asked the judge to rule that the State Hospital was in contempt because it had failed to assess and treat the suspect as required by law.

The State Hospital's medical director testified that delays in accepting criminal defendants are caused by a lack of bed space and are not intentional. He said new computer systems and personnel policies had substantially eliminated the delays.


When there is no room at the State Hospital for criminal defendants they must be kept in county jails, where they often pose a danger to themselves and others. Their trials must be postponed while they wait for a mental evaluation at the State Hospital.

The State Hospital in Little Rock is run by the Division of Behavioral Health Services, which is part of the state Department of Human Services. The hospital has three main units - one for adults, one for adolescents and the forensic unit for assessment and treatment of criminal defendants. The facility has 236 beds in all.

The state also operates 14 Community Mental Health Clinics across Arkansas, which provided treatment for more than 74,000 Arkansans last year. Of those, more than 22,000 were children.
Tuition Increases

The Board of Trustees of the University of Arkansas system voted to raise tuition and fees at five campuses next fall. They are the universities at Fayetteville, Fort Smith, Little Rock, Pine Bluff and Monticello.

Also, the University of Central Arkansas at Conway will raise tuition and fees for the coming school year, but will not give raises to staff or faculty. Arkansas State University at Jonesboro will charge higher fees for housing and meals. The board of ASU has not decided whether to raise tuition and fees.

University officials say the increases are necessary because enrollment is up, costs are up and revenue from the state is flat.

