Caption: Dr. Claudine Payne (left) and Mr. Marion Haynes of the Arkansas Archeological Survey's Research Station in Blytheville present the Charles McGimsey Preservation Award of the Arkansas Archeological Society to Senator Steve Bryles (center). 

Senator Steve Bryles received the Charles R. McGimsey Preservation Award from the Arkansas Archeological Society at its annual meeting in Eureka Springs on September 26, 2009. The McGimsey Preservation Award recognizes outstanding achievements in the preservation of Arkansas’s archeological heritage. The award is named for Charles “Bob” McGimsey, long-time professor of anthropology and museum director at the University of Arkansas, and founder of the Arkansas Archeological Survey in 1967.
Senator Bryles has been a consistent supporter of the Arkansas Archeological Society and the University of Arkansas’s Arkansas Archeological Survey during his many years in the Arkansas General Assembly. He secured funds to create the Survey’s Blytheville Research Station, and due to his efforts the Blytheville Research Station has acquired the facilities and equipment to conduct state-of-the-art archeological research in Northeast Arkansas.  The Blytheville Research Station supports archeological educational efforts in the Blytheville Schools and has worked closely with the Chamber of Commerce to promote heritage tourism.

However, Senator Bryles’ support extends beyond the Blytheville Research Station. He secured special legislation to provide much needed funding for archeological preservation in Arkansas, and he has consistently supported legislation aimed at protecting archeological sites in the state. These efforts are part of his commitment to provide better education to the youth and citizens of Arkansas and to preserve the fragile heritage of the state.
