Cutline information: Senator Gilbert Baker of Conway (center) accepts the Patrick Henry Award from Major General Tod M. Bunting, chairman of the National Guard Association of the United States (left) and Colonel Murray Hansen, awards committee chairman.
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NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE -- Senator Gilbert Baker of Conway has received the Patrick Henry Award from the National Guard Association of the United States.

Baker was presented the honor at the association's 131st General Conference here, which was held September 11-13.

Civilians are eligible for the Patrick Henry Award to recognize outstanding service to the Armed Forces and the National Guard. 
Baker was the lead sponsor of Act 214 of 2009, which increases tuition incentives for qualified members of the Arkansas National Guard who attend college. The act increases tuition incentives from $500 a semester to $2,500 per semester for full-time students. The act makes Arkansas competitive with similar tuition programs in neighboring states. States adjacent to Arkansas either waive tuition or provided greater amounts in tuition incentives for Guard members. 
The tuition program for the Guard had been budgeted for $500,000 a year and Baker was instrumental in raising that to $1.5 million a year.

Act 214 is particularly helpful to members of the Arkansas Air Guard because some of them did not qualify for other Federal types of tuition assistance.
"The old limits on our tuition incentive program were making it difficult to recruit and retain Guard members," Baker said. "It was more than just an issue of helping people who serve our country, often at great cost to their families and careers. I didn't want it to have a negative impact on our readiness and security."
According to their web site, the National Guard Association of the United States includes 45,000 current or former Army and Air Guard officers. It was conceived in 1878 to provide unified National Guard representation in Washington, with the goal of obtaining better equipment and training from Congress.
