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LITTLE ROCK – Arkansas legislators got a glimpse of the classroom of the future and it was wired with computers and information technology.
Students will be plugged into keyboards and monitors while teachers patrol the room trouble shooting and directing the flow of bytes and megabytes. Textbooks and blackboards will be much less important than now. Teachers and students will access lesson plans online.
The legislature directed the state's top technology agency to develop the future classroom when it passed Act 2266 of 2005. The act requires the Arkansas Science and Technology Authority (ASTA) to develop a knowledge-based technology curriculum for grades seven through 12.

ASTA officials presented their concept at a legislative committee, which received it favorably. The impetus behind Act 2266 was that young people spend so much time in front of computers, playing computer-based games and communicating via wireless technology. For many of today's students, textbooks are a stale method of imparting information.
It will be important to offer continuously up-to-date teacher training, so that teachers can stay knowledgeable as teenagers about developing technologies.
Of course there will be a price tag, although the committee did not discuss specifics. Classrooms will need access to online resources, and they must have connections for students to communicate with each other and with teachers. For example, instead of turning in a written assignment, students will e-mail their work to the teacher.
The presentation was before the Joint Committee on Advanced Communications and Information Technology. At the meeting ASTA officials recommended that Arkansas join with nine other states that belong to the Partnership for 21st Century Skills.
States in the partnership are adding "digital literacy" to their curriculum standards. They're expanding broadband capacity at their public schools.
Also, ASTA officials announced a new technology that connects public schools to educational resources. It is called the Science and Mathematics Accessible Resource Tool (SMART) Portal. It allows Arkansas teachers to tap into a database for lesson plans and professional development materials.
Now, the portal focuses on math and science but other subjects will be added. An official "launch date" will be announced soon. 

Computerized Law Enforcement

The Arkansas Crime Information Center has set up a system that allows the police to electronically monitor sales of cold medication used to make methamphetamine. Before the computerized system was set up, law officers had to go to pharmacies to review the record books.

The new system allows for faster tracking of suspicious purchases, particularly when someone goes to numerous drug stores to buy enough cold medication to make a batch of methamphetamine. Current law limits individual sales of pseudoephedrine, which cannot be bought over the counter. Pharmacist keep record of the identities of people who buy the products.
To protect people's privacy, police cannot track sales of drugs except those used to make methamphetamine.
