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LITTLE ROCK - Many people know very little about Arkansas history, in large part because it was not required to be taught in schools until 10 years ago. 

In the past 10 years, however, our knowledge and appreciation of our heritage has improved greatly because in 1997 the legislature approved Act 787. The law mandates that a unit of Arkansas history be taught as a social studies subject in every grade of elementary school. In the fourth and fifth grades, Arkansas history is to get even greater emphasis in the classroom than in earlier grades.

State law, as outlined clearly in Act 787, also requires that a full semester of Arkansas history be taught to students at the seventh, eighth, ninth, tenth, eleventh or twelfth grade, in every school in the state. Generally, the requirement is fulfilled in seventh and eighth grades.
As a result more young people are aware of Arkansas' role in the nation's development, from frontier days to the 21st century. A thorough study of Arkansas history makes one realize its importance in the history of the United States. 

The state Department of Education is working on a new set of rules, called frameworks, that govern the curricula to be taught in Arkansas schools.  The new frameworks have sparked controversy among historians, who believe Arkansas history will again be slighted in the classroom. Lawmakers who sponsored Act 787 also voiced their concerns about the new frameworks. 
Currently, the full semester in Arkansas history is often taught in seventh or eighth grade. Historians and legislators are concerned that the new frameworks will cause schools to delay offering Arkansas history until grades nine through 12. 

That's because the new frameworks also will require schools to offer world history in seventh and eighth grades. The new world history classes, added to a full academic schedule for seventh and eighth grades, will increase the pressure to postpone the teaching of Arkansas history until high school.

High school students, however, can opt out of Arkansas history and fulfill their social studies requirements with other courses.
Historians are also concerned that in elementary schools, Arkansas history is being folded into a broader socials studies curriculum, instead of being a separate subject as it has been in the past 10 years. 
They fear that Arkansas history will merely be "sprinkled" into the general category of social studies, and thus its importance may be overlooked.

The director of the Education Department says that the new frameworks will comply with Act 787, while also improving social studies. The Department's web site has a page that compares the old and the new guidelines for teaching Arkansas history. The link is at the top of the web page at Internet address: http://arkansased.org/teachers/frameworks_arkhistory.html 

The link is titled: Comparison Arkansas History Frameworks.
The governor met with supporters and opponents of the new frameworks. He said it's too late to change them for the upcoming school year, but he'll work on a  resolution of the problem in time to put it in place for the 2008-2009 school year.
