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LITTLE ROCK - Between the opening day of the session on January 8 and the final day of business on April 3, lawmakers introduced a total of 2,817 bills. Of those, the legislature approved 1,754 new acts during the 2007 regular session. 
The governor vetoed eight bills. The legislature may reconvene at any time before May 1 to consider overriding a veto. Also, if any technical errors are discovered they can be corrected.

On May 1, the legislature is scheduled to adjourn sine die, which means the regular session is officially over and lawmakers may not reassemble to enact laws unless the governor calls them into special session.

 Senators filed 1,004 bills and members of the House of Representatives filed 1,813. Also, legislators filed and adopted numerous resolutions. Some are non-binding expressions of legislative intent, and some are written to honor people who have made noteworthy contributions to Arkansas or their local community.
Other resolutions amend the parliamentary rules governing how the legislature operates. Two joint resolutions, each adopted by both chambers of the legislature, will refer proposed constitutional amendments to voters.

House Joint Resolution 1004, if approved by voters, would convene the legislature every year instead of every other year. In even-numbered years the legislature would convene in 30-day sessions to consider budget issues.
Senate Joint Resolution 4 would delete obsolete language from election laws. The proposed amendments will be on the general election ballot in November, 2008.

Some bills generated spirited debate, and plenty of headlines, although in the end they failed to receive final approval. One measure would have prohibited gay couples from being foster parents, or from adopting children. It passed in the Senate, where it originated, but stalled in the House Judiciary Committee.
A Senate bill would have restricted teenaged driving, by limiting the number of other teenagers who could ride in a motor vehicle with a teenaged driver. It also would have prohibited teens from driving after 11 p.m., and would have prohibited them from driving while talking on a cell phone or text-messaging. It was passed by the Senate and received a favorable recommendation from the House Committee on Public Transportation. It failed on a vote of the entire House.
A Senate bill would have authorized the police to pull over motorists for failure to use seat belts. Now, the police may ticket a driver for failing to wear a seat belt only after stopping the driver for other traffic violations. The bill passed the Senate, where it originated, but failed to get voted out of the House Transportation Committee.
Two separate measures were filed to strengthen the punishment for animal cruelty and both bills failed. Opponents of one said it was too lenient; opponents of the other said it went too far. 
A similar result occurred to two separate measures that would have restricted pay day lenders from charging exorbitant interest rates. One was labeled too restrictive and the other too lenient. One failed in Senate Committee and the other in the House.
All in all it was considered a very productive session, however, because of the tax relief measures and the educational improvements passed by the legislature.
