
LITTLE ROCK - The regular session of 2009 is now in its final week, and the Senate has a full agenda - we must finalize budgets for public schools, colleges and universities. 


We also will adopt budgets for the major state agencies, such as the Health Department, the Department of Human Services and the Correction Department. Unless we run into unforeseen problems, the legislature is scheduled to finish its business on Thursday.


On Monday the Senate approved changes in the end-of-course assessments that high school seniors must pass in order to graduate. 


This bill addresses concerns that the emphasis on high-stakes assessments had grown to the point that as many as half of the senior class would not be able to graduate.


The Senate also approved legislation to keep confidential certain personal information kept on file by the State Police when someone gets a permit to carry a concealed firearm.


Also, the Senate passed a bill requiring all background checks on everybody who applies for a teacher license, and on people who drive school buses.


In other business, legislation was approved that requires health insurance companies to offer plans that offer coverage for hearing aids. The policies would have to provide at least $1,400 in coverage for each hearing aid.


Last week the State Agencies Committees chose two proposed constitutional amendments to place on the general election ballot in November of 2010. 


On Monday the committees discussed putting a third measure on the ballot, but could not reach agreement. They will meet again Tuesday to decide whether a third amendment should be referred to voters.

