
LITTLE ROCK - In every regular session the legislature may refer up to three proposed constitutional amendments to voters.


More than 20 proposed amendments were filed this year. The State Agencies Committees of the Senate and the House have had the difficult task of narrowing down the list.


On Wednesday the committee recommended letting voters decide on an amendment that would guarantee Arkansas citizens the right to fish and hunt.


Another proposed amendment would promote economic development. Technically, it would make changes in Amendment 82, which has already been approved by Arkansas voters and is now a part of the Constitution.


Amendment 82 authorizes the state to issue general obligation bonds to attract a "superproject," such as a car manufacturing plant that would create thousands of high-paying jobs. The bonds would pay for infrastructure improvements, such as drainage and water projects, railroad spurs and highways.


Under Amendment 82 a company does not qualify for assistance unless it invests at least $500 million or hires 500 employees. Those limits would be repealed in the amendment endorsed by the State Agencies Committee, so that Arkansas could use the bonds to go after industries of any size.


Only two proposed amendments were chosen Wednesday. The State Agencies Committees will meet again to select a third.


The proposed amendments referred by the legislature will be on the general election ballot of November, 2010.


In other business, the Senate passed legislation requiring health insurance policies to include autism spectrum disorders. The cost is estimated to be $1.48 per policy per month. 

