September 9, 2009
Senator Mary Anne Salmon of North Little Rock has been named co-chairman of the Legislative Task Force on Arkansas History.

Representative Rick Saunders of Hot Springs will be the House co-chairman.

The task force was created by Act 1462 of 2009. Its duties are to assess how well public schools are teaching Arkansas history, gauge whether they need better instructional materials and identify ways of recognizing outstanding teachers.

The task force will look into methods by which teaching Arkansas history can reinforce the teaching of other academic subjects. The task force will examine the teaching of Arkansas history by elementary and secondary schools. Its recommendations will be presented to the legislature. 
Historians and educators have differed in their approach to offering Arkansas history. Some of the state's leading historians contend that schools have not included Arkansas history in their curricula, as required by law.
