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LITTLE ROCK - People with disabilities will conduct a mock legislative session in the Senate chamber of the state Capitol on August 18 and 19 to write, debate and vote on bills concerning disabilities.


"I've done some research and to the best of my knowledge, I am fairly certain this will be the first event of its kind to be held in the United States,"  Senator Tracy Steele of North Little Rock said. " It certainly is the first event of its kind to be held in Arkansas."

Steele worked with staff from the Division of Developmental Disabilities Services, which is within the Human Services Department, to put together the mock session. Arkansas People First, an advocacy organization, has done a lot of preparatory work for the session.

Delegates will be people who have shown an interest in issues of importance to people with disabilities. The majority of the delegates have either a physical or a cognitive disability. They attended a training session at the Capitol in June and were appointed their committee assignments. On August 18 they will be sworn in and debate bills in committee. On August 19 they will work in the Senate chamber on the bills that are recommended out of committee.

The tentative agenda calls for swearing in and welcoming ceremonies to begin at 9 a.m. in the Senate chamber on August 18. Lunch will be provided by the Developmental Disabilities Provider Association. Work in August 19 will begin at 9:30 in the Senate chamber and is scheduled to adjourn at noon.

