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ARKADELPHIA - Senator Jeremy Hutchinson will carry a proposal designed to limit double dipping by elected judges at today's meeting of the legislature's retirement committee.

The Joint Committee on Public Retirement and Social Security Systems meets in the Ross Room of the Garrison Center on the Henderson State University campus today at 10 a.m.  On the agenda is Interim Study Proposal 2011-185 by Representative David Sanders to study retirement benefits for judges.  Hutchinson, a member of the retirement committee, will handle the proposal for Sanders.

"If a  circuit judge decides not to run for re-election, but instead chooses to run for district judge, in my view the judge should not begin collecting retirement benefits.  It amounts to double dipping because the judges receive a paycheck at the same time they get retirement benefits," Hutchinson said.  

The Interim Study Proposal is a first step toward finding out what state law allows judges to receive, and how many active judges are also receiving retirement benefits. 

"It's a question of whether we're spending the public's money as efficiently and wisely as possible," Hutchinson said.
Hutchinson was a sponsor of Act 40 of 2011, enacted earlier this year by the General Assembly, that closes loopholes in state law that had allowed local elected officials to "double dip." The phrase describes a practice in which they retired and began collecting a pension but then returned to their jobs and also collected a paycheck.

