Senator Jon Fitch of Hindsville was one of the inner circle of leadership in the Arkansas Senate that during the 1990s confronted the old regime and spread power among a greater number of senators.
They were known as "the golfers," although not all of them played. Beebe, Bell, Bookout, Bradford, Everett, Fitch, Gwatney, Hardin, Harriman, Hoofman, Malone, Russ and Snyder. They changed the way the Senate chose committee chairmanships, wresting power from a handful of senior senators who had controlled the Senate's rules, its calendar and the leadership of its committees.

The golfers expanded the Efficiency Committee from five to 12 members so that every faction within the Senate had a voice in its operations. In 1997 they were instrumental in passing Act 1356, and overriding the veto of then-Governor Mike Huckabee, to transfer authority from the governor over control of half of the state's General Improvement Fund. Previously, the governor had controlled the entire fund.
Fitch became chairman of the Senate Transportation Committee in 1999. In 2001, his final regular session, he was chairman of Insurance and Commerce. He was chairman of the Legislative Joint Auditing Committee in 1999 and 2000. In 2002 Fitch was national chairman of the Energy Council, and international legislative organization of energy producing regions in the United States, Canada and Venezuela.
Some senators make their mark through their ability to negotiate. Other members are known for soaring speeches from the well of the chamber. Fitch's strength was in handling legislation - he hauled a lot of freight. For example, in 1997 he sponsored or co-sponsored 30 bills that became law. They include Act 77, the Telecommunications Regulatory Reform Act; Act 488 to increase the Academic Challenge Scholarship awards from $1,500 to $2,500; Act 407 to create ARKids First within the Medicaid program and Act 489 to create the Governor's Distinguished Scholarship Program.
Fitch served six years in the House of Representatives, from 1979 through 1984, and 18 years in the Senate, from 1985 through 2002. 

In 1985 he sponsored Act 150 to expand the authority of the Livestock and Poultry Commission to battle brucellosis through quarantine and slaughter of infected herds. Arkansas was declared free of brucellosis in 1997.
Among other notable pieces of legislation that Fitch sponsored are Act 1062 of 2001 to raise minimum accounting standards for municipalities; Act 724 of 2001 to repeal the assets test that had been required of children before they could become eligible for ARKids First; Act 1059 of 1999 the Consumer Motor Vehicle Leasing Act; act 1572 of 1999, giving used car buyers up to 60 days after the date of sale to void the purchase of a car found to have been a salvaged vehicle; Act 373 of 1999 to amend how the state provides transportation funding to school districts; Act 1292 of 1997 to transfer jurisdiction over waste tire programs from the Pollution Control and Ecology Commission to regional solid waste management districts and Act 1556 of 1999 to deregulate electric utilities in order to promote competition among retail power companies.
Fitch sponsored Act 854 of 1997 to require motorists to use the right line unless they are passing.  It prohibits driving slowly in the left lane of an interstate to impede the flow of traffic. 

Fitch sponsored legislation to create tax incentives for the tourism industry, especially in north Arkansas. As a cattleman he consistently supported legislation to benefit small farm operations.

He was born on June 8, 1950.

