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LITTLE ROCK - The Arkansas Pollution Control and Ecology Commission approved a change in its water quality regulations that would allow communities to use scenic rivers and streams for domestic water consumption.
The change is particularly important for residents in western Arkansas who want to tap Lee Creek, in Crawford County, as a source of public drinking water. Previously, their efforts were blocked because that portion of Lee Creek is designated as an extraordinary resource water.

The rule change applies to all the waterways in Arkansas designated as extraordinary resource waters because of their scenic beauty, broad recreational potential and scientific value. Parts of about 35 streams, rivers and lakes have the designation. They represent 16 percent of the total stream miles in Arkansas.

Environmental regulations for extraordinary resource waters are strict. They prohibit alteration of the flow and quality of the waterways, therefore they prohibit damming. The new rule change, however, would allow a dam to create a drinking water supply in areas where there is no feasible alternative.

The Commission and the state Department of Environmental Quality conducted a lengthy series of public hearings around the state to gather comments about the rule change. Environmental groups voiced opposition, while an organization from the Crawford County area expressed support. In the end, the two groups agreed to a compromise, with neither side getting all it wanted.
The federal Environmental Protection Agency must agree to the rule change before it takes effect.
The state designates all the waterways in Arkansas, according to several categories of usage. There are ecologically sensitive waters, where endangered species are known to live. There are rivers and streams notable for their natural and scenic beauty. Some waters are designated for primary contact recreation, which means they are clean enough for swimming. Others are designated for secondary contact recreation, where boating, fishing and wading are suitable.

Some waters are designated for domestic water supplies, others for industrial water supplies. Agricultural water supplies are protected for irrigation and for consumption by livestock and poultry. There is a designation for fisheries, for the protection and propagation of fish, shellfish and other forms of aquatic life.
Great Arkansas Treasure Hunt

The Great Arkansas Treasure Hunt for 2007 is underway. It is a promotion to help people recover unclaimed property. The state Auditor conducts the "treasure hunt" because millions of dollars in stock certificates, bank accounts, unclaimed checks and utility deposits go unaccounted for every year. 

Also, the treasure hunt may help you recover personal property such as jewelry,  heirlooms and old photographs.

Since the program began in 1984, the state Auditor has been able to return more than $50 million of property to its rightful owners. To see if your name is listed, you can go the auditor's web site at www.arkansas.gov/auditor and click on the Great Arkansas Treasure Hunt. Also, you can call 1-800-CLAIM IT.
