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Hendren wants Legislature to foot bill for those called to 
committees

By Gary Lookadoo Staff Writer // garyl@nwanews.com

Posted on Thursday, September 14, 2006
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BENTONVILLE — Should the state reimburse people for travel expenses they incur when summoned 
to appear before legislative committees ? State Sen. Kim Hendren thinks so and will try to get 
lawmakers to agree in 2007. 

“ We’re going to take a look at that next session. I think we have to be careful. That means you have to 
be careful who you invite. But you shouldn’t ask people to come unless there’s a purpose for them to 
come to start with. … I think the Legislature needs to look at that, ” said Hendren, a Republican from 
Gravette. 

For instance, three members of the Benton County Election Commission traveled by car from Benton 
County to Little Rock for a recent legislative meeting, and many others around the state also travel long 
distances and have out-of-pocket expenses just to attend legislative meetings. Often, they attend at the 
request of legislators, Hendren said. 

“ These three men — I left at 5 (a. m. ) this morning. They left at 4: 30 (a. m. ) They drove all the way 
down here and all the way back, and it’s an outof-pocket expense for them. And I think the Legislature 
needs to look at that. I’m not for spending a whole lot more money, and I think we have to be careful 
about per diem and expenses. But on the other hand …, ” he said. 

Traveling from Benton County to Little Rock and back, a person puts about 500 miles on a car, Hendren 
said. 

FEEDBACK:

Something to say about this topic? Submit a Letter to the Editor online
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