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LITTLE ROCK - The average salary for public school teachers in Arkansas last year was $42,768.

Arkansas moved to 32nd in the country in average teacher salaries, up from 36th the previous year. Our progress is especially notable because for years Arkansas ranked at or near the bottom of the nation, in terms of teacher salaries. The average teacher salary nationwide was $49,016 a year.
Of great importance is the fact that Arkansas teacher salaries are higher than any of our neighboring states. That is a first.

Texas ranked 35th, Oklahoma 48th, Missouri 42nd, Louisiana 45th, Mississippi 41st and Tennessee 34th.
State officials and educators attributed our move up in the rankings, among other things, to the significant increase in school funding resulting from the long-running Lake View case. The state Supreme Court ended the lawsuit this year. It was originally filed in 1992 by a small, rural and poor school district. This year the Supreme Court ruled that the state's distribution of funding to school districts is equitable and adequate, as required by the state Constitution.
The survey was done by a national teachers' organization. The leaders of its Arkansas chapter credited the work of former Governor Mike Huckabee, as well as current Governor Mike Beebe, for their work with the legislature in facing the challenges raised by the Lake View case.

California had the highest teacher salaries, which averaged $59,825. The lowest salaries were in South Dakota, where they averaged $34,709.

Lawmakers face other challenges in their continuing efforts to improve education. There are salary discrepancies in Arkansas between prosperous and poor districts. Many school districts struggle to recruit and retain teachers who are certified in mathematics, science and foreign languages. 
Not only in Arkansas but nationwide there is an imminent shortage of teachers because many of them are "Baby Boomers" and are approaching retirement age.

The national teacher organization that surveyed salaries did a lot of other research about teachers and schools. For example, it reported that Arkansas ranks 51st in the country in the number of men who teach in the classroom. In Arkansas, 17.5 percent of our public school teachers are male.
In Kansas, the national leader in the percentage of male teachers, 33 percent are male. Nationally, the average is 24.9 percent of teachers are male.
Over the past 10 years Mississippi, Louisiana and Arkansas rank first, second and third, respectively, in having the highest rate of growth in teacher salaries. Those three states have traditionally been at the bottom of teacher salary rankings.
The average salary in Arkansas was based on the pay of 37,678 people who instruct more than 453,000 children of school age.
Nationwide, there are more than 3.1 million teachers. Enrollment in public schools in the United States is more than 48.7 million. Public school enrollment increased by 0.7 percent last year.
